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Purpose
The National Guard (NG) 
Emergency Management (EM) 
program is responsible for all 
activities and operations related to 
preparing for, mitigating the
potential effect of, preventing, 
responding to, and recovering from
all multi-agency and/or multi-
jurisdictional emergencies on or 
impacting NG installations
nationwide. The NG EM Program
functions within an all-hazards
environment consisting of all 
natural, technological (man-made), 
and terrorism hazards.

Vision
To provide the NG EM services 
when and where they are needed
with the joint and interagency
capacity necessary to effectively and
efficiently protect the NG community
and mission capabilities from all 
hazards.

Mission
To provide integrated and
comprehensive NG EM services 
necessary to protect our  community
and mission capabilities from all 
hazards in a cost effective, 
implementable, and sustainable 
manner through resiliency.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS TO KNOW

1

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Military children make up a very special 
part of our nation's population. 
Although young, these brave sons and 
daughters stand in steadfast support of 
their military parents. To honor their 
unique contributions and sacrifices on 
behalf of our country, each April is 
designated the Month of the Military 
Child. Our Bulletin will focus on the 
Military Child.

More than 1.7 million children under the 
age of 18 have at least one parent 
serving in the armed forces. And it is 
estimated that more than 900,000 
children have had one or both parents 
deployed multiple times.

The Month of the Military Child is part of 
the legacy left by former Defense 
Secretary Caspar Weinberger. He 
established the Defense Department 
commemoration in 1986.

Please join me in celebrating Military 
Children this month.

I hope you find this information useful. 
Always Remember “Be Prepared”. 

Michael Green
Emergency Manager Program 
Coordinator
michael.s.green39.nfg@army.mil

EMERGENCY
Fire-Police-Ambulance 

911

Michael Green 504-278-8031 
LMD Emergency Management Program 
Coordinator
michael.s.green39.nfg@army.mil

LA National Guard Joint Operation 
Center 888-278-8748

GOHSEP 225-925-7500

American Red Cross
1-800-RED-CROSS

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 1-800-621-FEMA

National Poison Control Center
1-800-222-1222

National Domestic Violence Hotline
1-800-799-7233

LANG EM WEB PAGE:
http://geauxguard.la.gov/resources/emergency-management/

1LT Damilola Babalola      318-290-5869
LTC-P EM Manager
damilola.i.babalola.mil@army.mil

CPT Jason Medcalf           318-299-4151 
Camp Minden EM Manager
jason.a.medcalf.mil@army.mil

Peter Knight 504-278-8011
Jackson Barracks AT/ EM Manager
peter.d.knight2.nfg@army.mil

Chris Letendre 225-319-4667
GWLC EM Manager
christopher.a.letendre.nfg@army.mil
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Ever wondered why our Operation Purple Program was 
named with the color purple? Why not Operation Green? 
Operation Camouflage?
It’s because purple symbolizes all branches of the military
– including their colors: Coast Guard blue, Army green, 
Navy blue, Marine red, and Air Force blue. We believe 
that when a military member serves, their whole family
serves, too. That includes the littlest heroes – military kids.
Each year, the NMFA host thousands of military kids at 
Operation Purple camps around the nation to give these
kids a Chance to be just that: a kid with no worries. More than 1.9 million kids have a parent serving in the 
military, and that should be celebrated!
We’ll join the Department of Defense and others in the military community by celebrating the Month of the 
Military Child as we PURPLE UP for these awesome kids. Started in 1986 by then-Defense Secretary Casper 
Weinberger, the Month of the Military Child recognizes and highlights the sacrifices and unique challenges 
children of service members overcome.
We think being a military kid is the best, and because of our Operation Purple Program, military children
get to experience and be the best they can be. Purple not only represents our military branches, to us, it
symbolizes what we think of our military kids: remarkable, resilient, and rad!
Want to celebrate military kids, too? Join us as we PURPLE UP to support our nation’s military children on
Friday, April 13th. Spread the word around your installation, base, church, school, or place of employment
and wear your best purple outfit! Snap a picture and share it with us on social media – we’ll be rocking our
best purple gear and can’t wait to see a sea of purple in honor of some of the most amazing kids we know:
military kids!

Ready Army invites children and teens to join 
In, to learn about emergency preparedness, 
and inspire Army Families all over the world 

to get ready for emergencies.
Prepare Strong!

As emergencies affect the entire Family, make your children a part of preparedness planning.
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25 Programs & Non-Profits For Military Kids
April is Month Of The Military Child!  I love that we have a whole month 
dedicated to honoring our brave military children.  Military Kids are
courageous, resilient, and sacrifice so much.  I also love that there are
so many fantastic programs and non-profits now available for our military 
children.  Below is a list of 25 different opportunities for your military kiddos 
that you may not have known about.  Please help pass this post along to 
other military families so more and more families can be aware of some of 
the great programs out there for our brave Military Children.

(1) National Military Family Association:
Offers several different resources for military children.  NMFA is proud to 
offer their Operation Purple Program which includes Operation Purple Camp 
(offering a free week of camp for military kids to connect),
Operation Purple Healing Adventures (A Free 3-day experience to celebrate 
rediscovering family-fun and togetherness after an injury), 
Operation Purple Family Retreats (brings families from all uniformed services 
to beautiful outdoor locations to spend quality time reconnecting after a deployment) You can also learn about 
educational and Deployment resources on their website.
(2) Military Child Education Coalition:
The work of the Military Child Education Coalition (MCEC) is focused on ensuring quality educational opportunities for 
all military children affected by mobility, family separation, and transition.  Learn more about their Resources and 
Programs to include Free Camp Opportunities through scholarships on their website.
(3) Blue Star Families:
BSF offers loads of programs, events and support systems designed to keep our military children happy and healthy! 
Beginning with literacy, transitioning to new schools and new neighborhoods, deployments, developing as budding civi 
assets bullying and some sweet opportunities to do things like meet the President (#awesome) and get letters from 
like the coolest guy ever, a SEAL.  Visit BSF to learn about their programs, MilKidz Resources, Way Cool Creativity 
Contest and Books on Bases.
(4) Military OneSource:
Offers several great resources for military families whether you are a parent 
looking for information about child development, a preteen or teen looking for
tips on saving money or getting involved in your community, or help with 
deployment and PCSing. MilitaryOneSource offers fantastic resources and 
support.
(5) Military Youth On The Move: 
A fantastic website full of resources for our military children to help in all facets
of military life from deployment to pcsing to eating healthy.  Great website 
offering support for military children youth, preteen, to teen.

(6) MilitaryKidsConnect.org:
A department of defense website that helps military kids, tweens and teens understand that they can overcome 
obstacles. The struggles they face do have solutions. No matter where they are in the world, no matter what time of 
day, military kids can watch personal story videos, view animated graphic novels, play games and communicate with 
other military kids.

http://www.militaryfamily.org/kids-operation-purple/
http://www.militaryfamily.org/kids-operation-purple/
http://www.militaryfamily.org/kids-operation-purple/
http://www.militaryfamily.org/kids-operation-purple/
http://www.militaryfamily.org/kids-operation-purple/
http://www.militarychild.org/
http://www.militarychild.org/parents-and-students/programs
http://www.militarychild.org/parents-and-students/programs
http://www.militarychild.org/parents-and-students/scholarships
https://bluestarfam.org/resources/military-kids
https://bluestarfam.org/blog/firm-and-presidential#overlay-context%3Dpartners
https://bluestarfam.org/blog/inquiring-minds-want-know-ninjas-vs-seals#overlay-context=blog/firm-and-presidential
http://www.militaryonesource.mil/cyt
http://apps.militaryonesource.mil/MOS/f?p=123:HOME2:0
http://militarykidsconnect.dcoe.mil/
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(7) Boys & Girls Clubs of America:
Boys & Girls Clubs of America and the U.S. Armed Forces partnered to help children of military families face the
unique challenges of military life. Today, this enduring partnership continues to provide children of military personnel
with critical youth development programs and activities, giving families the vital support they
need. Every year, some 500 BGCA-affiliated Youth Centers on U.S. military installations worldwide provide more
than 460,000 youth with the same high-quality programs and curriculums that traditional Boys & Girls Clubs provide.
In addition, one-year, no-cost memberships are provided to children of the approximately 70 percent of families who 
live outside military installations.

(8) United Through Reading:
United Through Reading offers a fantastic program for military families.  United Through Reading provides opportunities
for emotional bonding that relieve the stress of separation and instill a love of reading by providing the opportunity for
family members to read aloud to children on video while separated.

(9) Chameleon Kids Life Magazine:
A new quarterly magazine for military kids ages 6 and up. The first stop for fun ideas,
up-to-date information, and creative products for military kids. Their goal is to help
military kids see the bright side of their military life, even at the most challenging of
times.

(10) MilitaryFamilyBooks.Com:
Is an online bookstore dedicated to books all about military life.
This company shares great books on topics such as deployment, PCSing, and all aspects of military life.

(11) Armed Services YMCA:
Offers several opportunities for Support (camp information found below). ASYMCA offers Operation Kid Comfort at
participating bases. Volunteers at the Armed Services YMCA create custom-made photo transfer quilts and pillows.
Each child receives a quilt or pillow; children 7 and under receive a quilt, 8 and older receive a pillow. Operation Kid
Comfort quilts and pillows are for the children of our deployed active-duty U.S. military service men and women. The
quilts and pillows are personally handcrafted to help children cope with the emotional stress during a parent’s
deployment.

(12) The USO Military Family Programs:
The USO has been lifting the spirits of troops and military families for more than 70 years. While this mission has not
changed, the USO has continually adapted to meet the changing needs of our troops. Military families today are
enduring the stresses of multiple deployments; coping with their loved ones’ visible and invisible wounds of wars, and 
struggling with the grief accompanying the loss of a family member. The USO uses its presence around the world — and
the trust of troops and military families earned over a 70-year history — to help understand and meet these needs. The
USO’s broad reach and reputation attracts valuable resources and partner organizations to create a comprehensive
array of programs and facilities with the scale to make a meaningful difference for our military families while sending a
powerful message of gratitude from the American people. The USO has many different programs to help our military
families and children. USO centers nationwide also participate in many different FUN events for our military children. 
Follow your local USO on social media to keep up to date with the latest news and events.

http://www.bgca.org/meetourpartners/Pages/MilitaryPartnership.aspx
http://www.militarybridge.com/business/programs-for-military-kids/581/united-through-reading/
http://www.thechameleonkids.com/magazine/
https://www.militaryfamilybooks.com/
http://www.asymca.org/programs/operation-kid-comfort/
http://www.asymca.org/programs/operation-kid-comfort/
http://www.uso.org/About-Us/The-Organization/USO-Military-Family-Programs.aspx
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(13) Sesame Street Talk, Listen, Connect For Military Families:
Sesame Street provides much-needed support and practical education with Talk, Listen, Connect, a multiphase 
outreach initiative to help kids through deployments, combat-related injuries, and the death of a loved one.
Videos, storybooks, and workbooks especially created for this program guide families through these tough 
transitions by showing how real families — as well as furry monsters — deal with similar circumstances. Also, 
check out Military Families Near And Far a great website for parents and military kids to help with deployments, 
homecomings, changes, and grief. This website has many different activities such as mobile apps, downloadable
PDFs, and other helpful links. 

(14) Tutor.Com for Military Children:
Educational Support for Military Children funded by the DoD MWR 
Library Program, Yellow Ribbon Reintegration Program, and Navy 
General Library Program. Get homework and studying help from a 
professional tutor any time you need it. FREE for students in  Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marines, National Guard and Reserve
families. Expert tutors are online 24/7 and available to help in more 
than 16 subjects, including test prep, proofreading, Math, Science, 
English and Social Studies. Visit the website to learn more.

http://www.sesameworkshop.org/what-we-do/our-initiatives/military-families/
https://www.familiesnearandfar.org/resources/
http://www.militarybridge.com/business/military-programs/520/tutorcom/
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Scholarship Opportunities For Military Children
(15) Scholarships For Military Children Program:
This scholarship was created in recognition of the contributions of military families to the readiness of the fighting
force and to celebrate the role of the commissary in the military family community. It is the
intent of the program that a scholarship funded through contributions be awarded annually for each commissary operated by
the Defense Commissary Agency worldwide. The Fisher House Foundation is honored to be involved with the Scholarships
for Military Children Program. A minimum of one $2,000 scholarship will be awarded at every commissary location where 
qualified applications are received.

(16) Our Military Kids:
Our Military Kids provides grants to children 3 years of age through the 12th grade (program recently changed from ages
5-18 to now offer grants for children ages 3-18) of deployed National Guard and Reserve personnel and children of all 
Wounded Warriors. Our Military Kids supports the children of wounded service members/veterans by awarding grants that
pay for participation in sports, fine arts, and academic tutoring programs. Activities help children cope with stress and
anxiety in a positive way while parents recover from severe service-related injuries.
(17) Thanks USA:
Join us in our mission of providing college, technical and vocational school
need-based scholarships for the children and spouses of US military personnel.
The deadline to Apply is May 15th.

Fun Activities and Camps Available For Military Children:
(18) Camp Corral:
A free summer camp for military children, registration for its 2023
summer camps are open. The nonprofit organization has expanded its reach since last summer, and will now offer
summer camp sessions at 23 camps in 19 states. Although any child from a military family is eligible, registration priority
is given to children of wounded, disabled or fallen military service members
.
(19) Armed Services YMCA:
The Armed Services YMCA offers junior enlisted families the chance to participate in family, youth, and teen camps
year-round at our 34 branches and affiliate locations through our Operation Outdoors program.
Operation Outdoors encourages healthy living as part of our core mission of making military life easier. In partnership with
sponsors like Newman’s Own Foundation, ASYMCA camps and retreats provide much needed recreational and bonding 
opportunities for military children and families who have experienced multiple deployments.

http://militaryscholar.org/sfmc/index.html
http://www.commissaries.com/
http://fisherhouse.org/
http://www.militarybridge.com/business/programs-for-national-guard-and-reserve/575/our-military-kids/
http://www.thanksusa.org/about.html
http://www.militarybridge.com/business/programs-for-military-kids/547/camp-corral-free-summer-camp/
http://www.asymca.org/programs/operationoutdoors/
http://www.asymca.org/programs/operationoutdoors/
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Create opportunities and provide support to military connected youth whether they live on or near an  installation, in our
communities, or on overseas installations. 4-H clubs and opportunities provide consistency in belonging and an
opportunity to develop life skills through a positive youth development framework. 4-H clubs are offered on installations
world-wide and in the communities where you live. Camping opportunities are available for military children, youth, and
families.

(21) Youth Programs and Summer Camp Opportunities at your local installation:
There are tons of great opportunities at your local military base for summer fun through different programs and camp
opportunities. Check with your local Morale, Welfare, and Recreation & Child and Youth Programs to see what
summer camps and programs are available.
(22) Military Teen Adventure Camp Opportunities:
Military teens (14-18 years old) will have an opportunity to participate in adventure camps scheduled June 2022 through
April 2023 at little to no cost. These high energy, high adventure, and high experience camps are planned across the
United States from Washington to New Hampshire and from Colorado to Ohio and to  Florida as well as states in 
between. This is the perfect chance for you to experience the outdoors as you never have before! Each camp offers a
unique outdoor experience that will allow you to build your leadership, self- confidence, and teamwork skills while
participating in activities like camp cooking and archery. Camps have funding available to assist with transportation
costs. Camps for youth with special needs (mental, physical, and emotional) are also planned in New Hampshire.
Opportunities to camp as a family are available in
Kentucky. There is something for everyone!

(23) Tiger Woods Learning Center:
This camp, which is located in Anaheim, California, emphasizes hands-on
experiments, goal setting, career exploration and positive youth
development through S.T.E.M. (science, technology, engineering and math)
and golf programs for kids.  A scholarship is available for military children,
which covers the entire cost of camp tuition, overnight accommodations,
daily meals (breakfast, lunch, dinner) and one all-day excursion to
Disneyland. (Families are responsible for their child’s travel cost.)
(24) Waves of Honor Program:
Looking for something FUN to do this summer? Thanks to SeaWorld Parks and Entertainment the Waves of Honor
Program permits any U.S. active duty military, activated or drilling reservist, or National Guardsman to one
complimentary admission per year for military personnel and as many as three direct dependents to SeaWorld
(Orlando, San Antonio, San Diego), Busch Gardens Williamsburg and Tampa, Sesame Street Langhorne, Aquatica
San Diego, and Adventure Island Tampa
(25) Horses4Heroes:
This non-profit offers several programs for children (and adults, too). Our mission is to make horseback riding 
affordable for and accessible to, our service members, veterans, survivors, First Responders and their immediate
families. Heroes come in all sizes and Horses4Heroes serves them all, every day, with affordable recreational,
instructional and morale-boosting health & Wellness programs at more than 200 able-bodied and therapeutic
equestrian centers throughout the country.
We hope that this list is helpful to you and your military family!  Give your military child/children an extra special hug this
month in celebration of month of the military child. Also, for the younger ones don’t forget to visit Blue Star Families and 
download and print your Recognition Certificate for Month of The Military Child and tell them how AWESOME they are!

http://www.militaryinstallations.dod.mil/MOS/f?p=MI:ENTRY:0
https://extension.purdue.edu/adventure_camps/
http://www.tigerwoodsfoundation.org/programs/summerAcademy/index
http://www.militarybridge.com/business/tourism/110/busch-gardens/
http://militaryfamily.about.com/od/familyandparenting/a/Horses4heroes-Serves-The-Entire-Military-Family.htm
https://www.bluestarfam.org/resources/military-kids/milkid-appreciation
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